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Such was the influence of vanity, that some of the noblest
children of once proud Spain—the Duchess of Berwick and
Alba, the Marchioness of Alcanices, the Princess of Anglona,
the Countess of Toreno, M. de Roca de Togares, ex-minister
of Marine, the Marquis de los Llanos, the Count de la Vega
del Pozo, &C., &c.—condescended to admit the daughter of the
Jew peddler on terms of momentary equality. The high-born
Novailles received her in their morning circles, and the duke
became her most assiduous adviser, often spending whole even-
ings with her. Ministers of state desired her to appoint the
day when she would dine with them ; Count Duchatel, min-
ister of the interior, presented her with a choice library, and
Madame Duchatel was extremely fond of her society.
In the convent of the Abbaye aux Bois was wont to assem-
ble a semi-mundane, semi-mystic circle, composed of some of
the most distinguished fragments of the Restoration and of
some of the most respected ruins of the Empire, and of which
Madame de Recamier, the celebrated ex-queen of beauty, was
the cynosure. This lady, who had survived the charms that
had been the envy of her contemporary, Madame de Stael, and
the wealth that had given them relief, still preserved the ami-
ability that had characterized her through life, and which, in
her declining years, brought around her the most eminent per-
sonages of the day. True to the friendship that had so long
existed between them, M. de Chateaubriand continued to visit
her, and her alone, even after he had lost the use of his limbs.
His faithful valet, Louis, supported him up the stairs, seated
him in his arm-chair, and installed him in his favorite corner.
Into this refined and fastidious circle Mademoiselle Rachel
was freely admitted, and it must be owned that her modest de-
meanor and perfect tact proved her not unworthy of the hon-
or. It has been said that the hope of converting the popu-
lar idol of the day contributed materially to the cordiality of
her reception. If so, no fault can be found with the feeling ;
the public baptism in Notre Dame of the wonderful actress
would have been for the Church no mean triumph, and it is
probable no efforts were spared by these faithful votaries to
bring about such a result.
But, though "Hermione" was. possessed of the eminently

